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Kauna woke up with a heavy heart, It was her birthday today, but she did not Teel at all
happy. In one week, it would be the beginning of the school year, and Kauna's grandmother
had told her that she could not go back (o school.

A few days earlier, Kauna's grandmother had called her as she was stirring the pot over the
small cooking fire. "Kauna, dear,” Kuku had said, "1 have some bad news lor you. Sit down
next to me, litle one.”

Kauna word wakker mel ‘n swaar bart, Dis vandag baar verfaarsdag, maar sy voel glad
nie gelukkig nie. Oor ‘n week begin die nuwe skoolfaar en Kauna se ouma bel gesé sy

leerre mie ternggaan skool foe nie,

w Paar dae vantevore bet Kauna se onma haar geroep teruyl sy die pot oor die klein
kookeuur geroer het. "Kauna, my skal,” bet sy gesé, “ER bet slegle nuus vir jou, Kom
sit hier langs my, kleintfie.”












A big fat tear rolled down Kauna's cheek. She loved school, and longed to go back. She knew
she was not perhaps the cleverest in the class, but she enjoyed the lessons so much, She
prayed silently that she would get help from somewhere,

Now today it was Kauna's birthday, and her greatest birthday wish in the entire world was 1o
go back to school.

Kuko saw Kauna's sadness. "Are you still sad about the school?” she asked her quietly,
Kauna just nodded silently,

# Groof, vel lraan rol teen Kauna se wang af. Sy is baie lef vir die skool, en wil so
graag teruggaan. Sy weel sy is dalk nie die stimste in haar klas nie, maar sy geniet elke
oomblik van die lesse. Sy bid stilletjies dat bulp van iewers sal opdaag.

Now is dit vandag Kauna se verjaarsdag, en haar grootste verfaarsdagwens in die bele
wéreld is om te kan terugpaan skool toe.

Kuku sien boe ongelukkig Kauna is. “Trear jy nog altyd vor die skool?” vra sy baar
saggies. Kauna knik stil,






Kauna wondered what she and her grandmother could do. They had no money left. All the
grandmother had was o few goats and a couple of chickens — not enough to sell. This was the
worst birthday she had ever had! It was even worse than the last one when both her mother
and father were very sick and nobody remembered her birthday.

Fater that day, Kauna's grandmother called out to ber, "Come, Kauna, Let s go to the chureh
in the village. Maybe that will make you feel better."

As they entered the church, they saw Pastor Joseph. He greeted Kuko warmly, and then
looked at Kauna. "Why do you leok so sad today?” Pastor Joseph asked,

Kasina wonder watter plan sy en baar owma kan maak, Hulle bel peen geld oor nie. Al
wal baar ouma bel §s ' paar bokke en “n bandfievol boenders — nie genoeg om te
verkoop wie. Dis dic onaangenaamste verfaarsdag wal sy nog ooil gebad bet! Dis selfs
erger as baar vorige verjuarsdag toe beide baar ma en pa 5o siek was en niemand eers
die geleentheid onthon het nie.

Later daardie dag roep Kauna se ouma na baar, “"Kom, Kauna. Kom ons gaan kerk toe in
die dorp. Dalk laat dit ons beter voel.”

Toe bulle die kerk binnegaan, sien baulle vir Pastoor Josef. Hy groet vir Kuku vriendelik,
en kyk dan na Kauna. “Waarom vk jy so ongelukkig vandag?” wil by weet.
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"Oh Pastor! Kauna burst out, "All the other children are going to school! 1| want to go, too.
But we don't have any money to pay lor me to go!*

Pastor Joseph sal down, and pulled Kauna closer to him. "This is indeed a very serious
situation, Kanna," he said gently. "But we are very lucky to be living in Namibia where our
government guarantees that ALL children can go to school even il they do not have money for
funds or a school uniform.”

Looking up at Kuku, he added, "Ouor Constitution says that all Namibian children have the
right to a free primary education, What this means is that that the government will provide
education to all children, but families in this country must also work very hard to try and
pay something o the school to help out = saving up their money each year, like you tried to
do. Bat if there are TRULY NEEDY CHILDREN whose families cannot pay the school funds,
then there is another way."

“Ai, Pastoor!” bars dit uil Kauna, “Al die kinders paan skool toe! Ek wil ook gaan, maar
ons bel nie geld om vir my te betaal nie!”

Pastoor Josef paan 5it en frek Kauna nader. “INs non werklik ‘n ernstige saak, Kauna,"
sé by simpatiek. “Ons is baie pelukkig om in Namilié te woon waar ons regering
onderwys vir alle kinders verskaf, maar gesinne in bierdie land moet ook baie bard
werk om self iels by te dra om te belp - bulle moet byvoorbeeld elke jaar bulle geld
spair, soos fulle probeer doen bet. Maar as daar WERKLIK BEHOEFTIGE KINDERS is

wie se gesinne nie die skoolgeld kan betanl nie, is daar tog 'n nitweg.”
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Wir et nligling kan u ook in sanrehing koo met:
Cathalic MDE Action, Postus TIGZS, Windhoek, Namibid.
Tal: U61-274 350 Fam: 41276384,







